
Town of Ballston Farmland Preservation and Protection  
Committee Meeting 

Minutes  
 Tuesday, April 19, 2016, 6:45 p.m.  

Ballston Town Hall 
 
Attendance:  Joan Pott, Chair; Richard Voehringer;  Steve Merchant; Kathy Knight; Herb 
Jackson; Julie Murray; Scott Draina; Chuck Curtiss; Jeremy Knight; John Antoski 

 
A.  Old Business: 

1. Moratorium  - update Councilman Curtiss 
2. Water Extension Requests on Town Board agenda: 

a. Attorney Bill Ryan sent a copy of his letter to the town dated September 25, 
2015, to Councilman Curtiss after their phone conversation today in which he 
reiterated the statements he made to Carl Thurnau, to me, and to the public 
at the Town Board meeting and public hearing saying that the restrictions on 
water extensions into the Ag District were not impacted and did not change as 
a result of the Water Consolidation done in Dec. 

3. Zoning Workshop – date to resume? 
500’ buffer Ag District 

 4.  Parks/trails and their effect on farmland 
B.  New Business: 

1.  Vote to accept and submit the Final Draft of the Transfer of Development Rights 
Program to the Town Board for Public Hearing May 10th and their vote for 
adoption.  Vote was unanimous in favor! 

2. Discuss and draft a definition of Agri-tourism and Agri-tainment. 
3.  

Chapter 138-3 of the Code of the Town of Ballston:  CUSTOMARY AGRICULTURAL USES 
— Ordinarily, the raising of crops, livestock or poultry, fruit or fur-bearing animals; where 
interpretation is required to determine whether a particular activity constitutes a customary 
agricultural use, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall consider whether said type of activity is 
traditional in the Town of Ballston and is recognized as an agricultural pursuit by a 
government agency or by an agricultural bureau.  

Agri-tourism: Activities conducted on a farm and offered to the public, or to invited groups, for the sale 
of agricultural products, education, recreation or active involvement in the farm operation.  An agri-
tourism activity may be secondary to the primary farm use on a property.  Agri-tourism activities may be 
conducted in an accessory building or structure.  Agri-tourism activities include, but are not limited to 
on-farm bed and breakfasts, farm stay programs, u-pick operations, and pumpkin patches. 
  
“"Agricultural tourism" - activities, including the  production  of  maple  sap  and  pure  maple 
products made therefrom, conducted by a  farmer on-farm for the enjoyment and/or education of 
the  public,  which  primarily  promote the sale, marketing, production, harvesting or use of  the 
products of the farm and  enhance  the  public's  understanding  and  awareness of farming and farm 
life.” 
Adjourned:  8:45pm 
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