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Town of Ballston

".

Farmland Protection and Dreservation Commitiee

April 2012

Dear Madam Supervisor and Town Board,

Under this cover, the Farmland Protection and Preservation Committee is submitting an interim report on
the status of the proposed Farmland Protection and Preservation Plan (hereinafter referred to as FLPPP). First, a
brief review of the events prior to the convening of the current sitting committee: A committee was appointed in
2008 to research the creation of a FLPPP. Unfortunately, due to New York State’s financial situation, the money
intended for hiring professional planners to prepare the FLPPP is GONE! While Stillwater, Charlton and a few
other towns in the County got “in under the wire” and obtained the $25,000 to $50,000 necessary to hire a
professional planner, the Town of Ballston was not so fortunate. The selection of Elan Associates as the Town’s
planner had just been finalized when the grant fund was terminated. So, the Supervisor and the Town Council
regrouped, formed a new committee retaining most of the members of the original committee, and appointed a
chairperson in October 2010. The current committee members are: Laura Conrad, Charles Curtiss, Garth Ellms,
Frieda Garrison, Robert Pustolka, Andrew VanVorst, Richard VVoehringer, with Joan Pott as Chairperson, and
Councilman Jeremy Knight as Town Board Liaison.

January 20, 2011, the committee held a Public Meeting to hear concerns from town residents and
landowners on the topic of preserving and protecting our farms. Key areas of concern were identified, noting
pressures that threaten agriculture, and suggestions were offered that would help keep Ballston farming! Also,
the results of the 2005 Residents’ Survey were reviewed and affirmed that 73% of the Town’s residents are firmly
committed to maintaining the rural, agricultural aspect of our town.

On January 27", 2011, the committee assembled information gathered at the public hearing and devised a
plan of action. After reviewing several bordering towns’ existing plans, the town most similar to Ballston
geologically, economically, and in its sense of purpose and direction is the Town of Charlton. The committee is
attempting to model our plan after theirs. We are using “Planning for New York Agriculture — a Toolkit for
Towns and Counties” published by the American Farmland Trust as a guide to drafting the Plan.

We ask you to consider that neighboring towns with professional planners required, on average, two-and-
a-half (2-1/2) years to complete their plans. We have held nine (9) meetings, the equivalent of nine (9) months of
planning, and the draft is approximately one-half (1/2) complete.

Also enclosed is a summary of our work to date for your review. Working together, we can and will keep
farming!

Respectfully submitted,
The Farmland Preservation and Protection Committee

Joan M. Pott, Chairperson



INTERIM REPORT

(Meeting agendas and complete minutes can be found on the Town’s website www.townofballstonny.org. Meetings the third
(3 Thursday of the month, January through May, taking summer into early fall off for planting and harvest unless otherwise noted on the
Town Calendar, also available on the website or at Town Hall on the Bulletin Board.)

January 2011 — Chairperson attends Planning Seminar hosted by Saratoga County Board of Supervisors

January to May 2011 — Chairperson and several committee members attend “webinars” hosted by
NY State division of American Farmland Trust promoting innovative ways various towns and

counties in NY State are preserving their farms.

February thru May — Mission Statement drafted; History of Agriculture in Ballston provided by
Town Historian, Rick Reynolds; Ag Soil types/Ag Inventory-Map/Types of Ag currently in town.

. Speakers: Jamie O’Neill, Planner, Sara.Co. Planning Department; David R. Wood, Owner/Operator of
Eildon Tweed Farm, Town of Charlton Agricultural Task Force and Charlton Farmland Protection Plan
Committee; Peter H. Hotaling, Town Assessor.

June 2011 — In furtherance of education and heightened public awareness, the committee entered a float in the
Flag Day Parade prepared by Polly Windells, Steve Stark, Steve and Gail Merchant, using Ellms’ trolley
as the float base, Arnie Palmer’s hay, and Chuck Curtiss pulled the float with his tractor.

o John Arnold, President of Saratoga County Farm Bureau, spoke at the Town Board meeting on issues
involved in preserving and protecting farmland. “To protect the rural atmosphere of our towns, we must
keep farmers farming. Increased lot sizes increase the cost of land and force farmers out!”

o At the formal request of the FLPP Committee, the Town Board Resolved to enact Ag & Markets Law
25AA exempting Ag land from Special District Tax.

October 2011 — Landowner Survey completed and approved.

o Ag District Exemption from Special District Tax - Pete Hotaling, Town Assessor began the process of
calculation for reallocation of tax assessment from Ag-exempt properties to
Residential/Commercial/Industrial properties. Mentored by Bob Pustolka with input from NYS Ag &
Mkt., CCE, Sara.Co. office of taxation, and surrounding Towns in our County. No impact will occur on
budgets or finances of the Special Districts.

December 2011 — Two exhibits entered in BHBL Women’s Club’s Festival of Trees. (Exhibits created by Polly
Windells and Steve Stark and Steve and Gail Merchant.)

January 2012 —

) Mass Gathering Law interpretation/enforcement identified need for clear definition of Agri-Tourism.

o Conflict of definitions of Agricultural Land vs. Open Space causing Conflict between Parks & Recreation
Committee’s and FLPP Committee’s Missions, resulting in competition for land/competition for funding.

o Green Energy issues; i.e., external wood furnaces, solar panels, wind turbines, methane gas. (Town Board

still considering regs for solar panels; but having accepted Ag & Mkts law on this, the new town
ordinance will NOT impact Ag Exempt/Ag District.)

o Hydrofracturing: John Hamilton, Saratoga County Soil & Water, asserts our town will not come under
pressure as studies show our town does not have the type of shale conducive to production of gas.
o Relocation of Farm Service Agency office from CCE in Ballston to Greenwich, Washington County.

Meeting held at CCE and all attending spoke AGAINST the proposed closing. Facts: In 1997, there
were 221 farms in Saratoga County. Today there are 645!!! Average age of a farmer across the nation
today is 65; in Saratoga County, the average age is 40!!!! There are the same number of dairy cows in
Saratoga County today as there were in 1997; but, they are concentrated on fewer dairy farms. The farms
no longer in dairy have evolved into other production; i.e., sheep/goat/llama/beef/horses/poultry,
beekeeping, maple syrup, fruit farms and vegetable farms - many organic, truck gardens, wineries,
breweries, and more. The point being that Saratoga County’s largest industry remains AGRICULTURE.
And, the equine component is growing again evidenced by the sale/purchase of SEZ WHO farm. One
young farmer stood up and declared to thunderous applause: “In five to eight years, Global Foundries
will have come and gone, but we will still be here!!!”

March 2012 — Ag Exemption from Special District Tax complete with all fourteen (14) Special Districts
enacted. The reduction of tax due from Ag Exempt properties will appear on each property’s 2013
tax bill. Landowner Survey mailed.



http://www.townofballstonny.org/
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