
Town of Ballston Farmland Protection Plan 
Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
 Thursday, March 1, 2012, 7:00 p.m.  

(postponed from February 22, 2012) 
Ballston Town Hall  

 
Attendance –   Andy VanVorst, Laura Conrad, Garth Ellms, Frieda Garrison, Jeremy 

Knight, Joan Pott (community residents – Steve Stark, Polly Windels, 
Steve and Gail Merchant, Melissa Bentley) 

1. Approval of January 2012 Minutes  
2. Activity Report: 

a. The only Special District which has not yet signed its Resolution is the BHFD.  It was 
scheduled to do so at its February 2012 meeting.  Tom Shambo reported there may be a 
couple of dissenters, so Bob Pustolka called him and answered questions.  However, the 
February meeting did not have a quorum for a vote.  So, the vote will be held in 
March which, according to our Town Tax Assessor Peter Hotaling, is still enough time for 
the 2013 Tax Rolls.  (Thirteen of the Fourteen Special Tax Districts in Town have “signed-
on” for the Ag Exemption as permitted in Ag & Mkts. Law 25AA.) 

b. Ongoing identification of conflicts/pressures/challenges facing farms in Ballston. 
1. Mass Gathering Law – Town Board continues to weigh this issue. 

2. Conflict of definitions of Agricultural Land vis as vis Open Space 
3. Conflict between Parks & Recreation Committee’s and FLPP Committee’s 

Goals/competition for land/competition for funding. 

4. Green Energy issues; i.e., external wood furnaces, solar panels, wind turbines, methane 
gas.  (Town Board still considering regs for solar panels; but having accepted Ag & 

Mkts law on this, the new town ordinance will NOT impact Ag Exempt/Ag District. 

5. Hydrofracking  
       a.  Report of Chairperson:  Call placed to Saratoga County Soil & Water. 

John Hamilton asserts our town will not come under pressure as studies show our town 
does not have the type of shale that is most conducive to production of gas.      

6. Relocation of Farm Service Agency office from CCE in Ballston to Greenwich, 
Washington County.  Report:  Meeting held at CCE and about 250 attended.  All spoke 
AGAINST the proposed closing.  Interesting anecdotes:  In 1997, there were 221 farms 
in Saratoga County.  Today there are 645!!!  The average age of a farmer across the 
nation today is 65.  In Saratoga County, the average age is 40!!!!  There are the same 
number of dairy cows in Saratoga County today as there were in 1997; however, they are 
concentrated on fewer dairy farms.  The farms no longer in dairy have evolved into other 
production; i.e., different livestock varieties (sheep/goat/llama/beef/horses/poultry), fruit 
farms and vegetable farms - many organic, truck gardens, wineries, breweries, and many 
more.  The point being that Saratoga County’s largest industry remains 
AGRICULTURE.  And, the equine component is growing again with the sale and 
purchase of SEZ WHO thoroughbreds.  One young farmer stood to his feet and declared 
to rousing applause: 
“In five to eight years Global Foundries will have come and gone, but we will still be 

here!!!” 
(90 days for written comment to be submitted to Congressmen, Senators) 



3. Landowner Survey – .  Receipts for paper, envelopes, copying and postage will be retained and 

submitted to the Supervisor for reimbursement.  Mailing to Ag Exempt first, then to landowners of 5 
or more acres. 

 

 
4. Voted and Approved statements and definitions: 
         
Town of Ballston Farmland Preservation & Protection Mission Statement: 
Our mission is to encourage and protect a successful agricultural community by making agriculture as 
economically feasible as possible, respecting private property rights, supporting right-to-farm-laws, while 
implementing minimal regulations, thus preserving the rural and agricultural heritage and atmosphere of 
our town. 
Goal: 
Farms and farmlands are protected and active farms of various types are supported to remain economically 
Viable and a major land use in the Town of Ballston. 
Proposed Formation and Mission of Ag Task Force: 
The Ag Task Force of the Town of Ballston will serve at the pleasure of the Town Board with ongoing 
planning for the preservation of farmland, establishing tools and strategies for landowners and the Town in 
cooperation to maximize farmland preservation into the future. 
Definition of Agri-tourism: 
Agri-tourism is defined as any food or agriculture-related program, project or activity taking place at a 
farm or other food or agriculture-related location that will promote and enhance the public’s understanding 
and awareness of New York food, farms, and agriculture and the important of this sector to their way of 
life by attracting visitors for social, cultural, educational, environmental, recreational and entertainment 
activities and the opportunity to purchase New York-produced food or agricultural products.  Following 
Ag & Mkts guidelines, fifty (50) percent of the product sold will have been produced on the farm. 

5. Remaining Tasks: 
a. Assemble Ag Soil Types/Ag Inventory-Map/Types of Ag currently in town  

 b.     Identify lands that could be reclaimed for agriculture 
 c.     Analyze data and identify current agriculture threats, opportunities, fiscal 

  and comprehensive plan/zoning impacts on agriculture 
d. Mail Survey/compile data when returned and review for C above. 
e. Evaluate town development trends and pressures (reference current Zoning Ordinance & 

Comp Plan) 
f. Current regional planning  
g. Interim Report to Board in April.   
h. Assemble Draft for Town Board vote. 

6. Brainstorming:   
           Fund raisers for historic preservation 
                 Farm Day/petting zoo; BBQ; Barn Dance; Coop with Charlton Farm Tour; 
                 Christmas Ornaments with pics of historic farms/barns/houses in Town; 
                 Create DVD of FLPPP instead of expensive print and sell DVD.  
 
 7.   Next Meeting:  Thurs., March 29, 2011, 7:00, Town Hall Community Room 
 8.   Adjourn  8:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


