
Town of Ballston Farmland Protection Plan 
Committee Meeting 

Minutes 
 Thursday, March 29, 2012, 7:00 p.m.  

Ballston Town Hall  
 
1. Attendance – Laura Conrad, Garth Ellms, Chuck Curtiss, Andy VanVorst, Richard 

Voehringer, Bob Pustolka, Jeremy Knight, Joan Pott, Steve Merchant, Jim and Terri 
Breen 

2. Approval of March 1, 2012 Minutes  
3. Activity Report: 

a. Commissioners of BHFD resolved to enact the Ag Exemption of Special District Tax! 
That completes the project with all 14 Special Districts complying with Ag & Mkts. 25AA 

b. Ongoing identification of conflicts/pressures/challenges facing farms in Ballston. 
1. Mass Gathering Law – Town Board continues to weigh this issue. 

2. Conflict of definitions of Agricultural Land vis as vis Open Space 
3. Conflict between Parks & Recreation Committee’s and FLPP Committee’s 

Goals/competition for land/competition for funding.  
4. Relocation of Farm Service Agency office from CCE in Ballston to Greenwich, 

Washington County.  (Still have 60 days to write your Congressmen and Senators!  
Please email!) 

4. Landowner Survey.  Assembled, stamped, labels affixed tonight envelopes stuffed 
and ready for mail 3/30/12.  

5. Each Committee member received for review 10-15 pages of draft for return at May 
2012 meeting and summer compilation. 

6. Remaining Tasks: 
a. Assemble Ag Soil Types/Ag Inventory-Map/Types of Ag currently in town  

 b.     Identify lands that could be reclaimed for agriculture 
 c.     Analyze data and identify current agriculture threats, opportunities, fiscal 

  and comprehensive plan/zoning impacts on agriculture 
d. Mail Survey/compile data when returned and review for C above. 
e. Evaluate town development trends and pressures (reference current Zoning Ordinance & 

Comp Plan) 
f. Current regional planning  
g. Interim Report to Board at April 3rd, 2012 meeting 
h. Assemble Draft for Town Board vote. 

7. Next Meeting:  Thurs., April 19, 2011, 7:00, Town Hall Community Room 
8. Adjourn 
 
 
 


