
The Parks and Recreation meeting Wednesday April 20, 2016  

 

 The committee voted on a parking lot design and location. The lot will be for 20 spaces with a second 
exit to the North of the existing curb cut. The total cleared area will be 154’ by 209’ which is about ¾ of 
an acre.  The second exit/entrance was recommended by town and county highway as an improved 
safety measure. The proposal includes a small area for a kiosk and bike rack. The estimated cost is 
around $35,000 including labor and materials. We have preliminary approval from PLAN pending receipt 
pf survey drawings from CT Male showing the placement of the lot and directing grading and drainage. 
The committee seeks approval of the board for these plans.    

The committee will seek the approval of the board to engage the services of Mike Gaige to mark the 
trails as proposed in the Management Plan which was prepared at the request of the Trust. It includes 
4.5 miles of trails designed to provide a variety of experiences in the park. Mr. Gaige is a nationally 
known park development expert.  

The committee discussed the condition of the three bridges currently in the park. Member Bill Hagan 
has proposed a plan to replace some deteriorated boards on the longer (40ft) bridge until we can obtain 
approval for its replacement. It was his opinion that this bridge is sound enough for use for now (He is a 
civil engineer). We will add handrails. At a date in the near future we seek to replace this with a bridge 
which would accommodate a tractor to facilitate work and maintenance in the park. The shorter bridge 
is in need of replacement now. We seek to remove it and replace it with a bridge built by scouts. A 
similar bridge was built in Onderdonk Park. The (14ft) bridge will be built for the cost of materials 
($500). It will, however, need to be moved a few yards downstream. We will work with PLAN to facilitate 
this. The committee will seek board approval for this action. 

The committee has designed a survey to gather public input on the subject of park development in the 
town. The committee will use responses to guide not only the master plan and development of 
Hawkwood but also other recreational facilities. The committee will distribute a bulk mailing but does 
not have a cost at this time.  We plan to mail, utilize government participation classes in the high school 
and maybe use social media.  

Town historian Rick Reynolds has applied for permission from PLAN to conduct an archeological dig in 
Hawkwood this summer. He presented the committee with his proposal. We await PLAN’s response.  

The committee discussed repair and replacement of playground equipment in Reita park. The 
equipment is old and in disrepair. The highway superintendent has indicated that they will level and 
resurface the basketball court. We will look at pricing for the equipment and request expenditure from 
the town board. 

There is no news on the bike path extension. We await National Grid’s response. 

 

   


