
Parks and Rec Meeting August 17, 2016 

Present: 

Kelly Stewart,  Randy Putnam, Rick Reynolds, Mike Allocco, Tricia Letendre, Mary Alice Nyhan, Jack 
Royer, Tyler Rouis. 

1. Rick Reynolds discussed funding for dating items found at the archeological dig. He will prepare a 
display for the library display case in September. He would like to do future excavation at the site. 

2. Bill Hagan reported that Bridge #1 was repaired and re-decked by local scout troops 54 and 56. 
Members of the volunteer crew will be noted on the town’s website. The committee heard from Tyler 
Rouis who presented a potential Eagle Scout project to rebuild Bridge #1 to accommodate vehicles. This 
would allow for more extensive projects to be done if necessary and also ease maintenance in the park. 
The re-decking was needed in order to allow use of that bridge in the meantime and in case Tyler’s 
project could not be done this fall.  The committee approved his proposal which he will now take back to 
his troop and council.  The committee discussed the need to improve bridge #2 on the Hawkwood trail 
before formally opening the park. Mary Alice said PLAN trail stewards could facilitate that. The 
committee discussed the type of bridge planned. The decision was to rebuild the bridge in it’s current 
form with handrails. In the future a larger bridge might be possible. Other trail crossings were noted and 
the committee will continue to revisit this issue. Mr. Hagan will look at some areas which need bog 
bridges as possible scout projects for the fall.  

3. The trail marking and clearing continues. We hope to have 3 trails available for a fall opening. Mary 
Alice expressed a need for additional volunteers. We will look for ways to contact potential helpers. Rick 
Reynolds has a list of people interested in the park from the dig which we may be able to use. 

4. An opening date of October 1st was tentatively set. The bridge work was the biggest obstacle. Tricia 
Letendre will contact AJ sign about a large sign for the entrance. We will also need a trail map display 
and signs to mark trails and provide notice of rules, etc.  A member asked about whether hunters had 
been notified. Mrs. Stewart will check with our town counsel.  Herb Jackson is planning to plant some 
new trees in the front of the park. Mary Alice Nyhan asked that we make sure they are native to the 
park area.  

5. Scout Jack Royer attended the meeting as part of a badge requirement. He also expressed interest in 
an Eagle scout project in the park. Suggestions were made to install benches, build a bike rack and put 
up a security gate. Jack will return with proposals.  

6. Playground equipment for Reita Park has been ordered. The basketball court will be improved this fall 
and the equipment will also be in around October.  7 

7. Town office interns assisted in getting the park use survey out. The survey at town hall and the library. 
It was suggested to also ask some students to participate. Mr. Reynolds has a son and daughter who 
teach and will ask them to use the survey in participation in government and social studies classes. We 
will start to tabulate in late September. Mike Allocco talked about using survey monkey to understand 
the results.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm 


